IT has always been the custom of our profession to withhold approval fronm any innovation, however promising, until it has been proved to the uttermost. So it comes about that the new resolutions of the General Medical Council in regard to professi,onal education do but officially ordain the close co-ordination between the teaching of anatomny and physiology on the one hand, and clinical subjects on the other, which was already well on the vay to become the established practice of the medical schools.
In these resolutions it is suggested that approximnately one-third of the total time available in the second year of studies should be allotted to "the elemnents of the methods of clinical examination, including physical signs, the use of the stethoscope, ophthalmoscope, etc., and the examination of body-fluids (with demonstrations on living subjects, normal and abnormal)." This reminds us that, though painstaking dissection and accurate observation must always remain the foundation of anatomical knowledge, yet these must be correlated with the observation of living structures, now facilitated by the advances in radiological technique, and approved apparatus such as the gastroscope.
Although oral teaching has long laid stress on these vital aspects of anatomy, it has hitherto been difficult to find suitable supplementary books. That problem has now been solved by Professor Hamilton and his oollaborators.
It would be impossible to compile a comprehensive list of the novel and admirable qualities of this work. "Treasure your variations" has never been a popular aphorism with the average student, too wont to complain that an arm lacking palmaris longus, or a right lung with only two lobes, is "wrong"! It is enoouraging to find emphasis laid, from the first page, on the individuality of anatomical structure, with brief notes on some of the oommoner variations and on the main physical types. Those pages of the Introduction which are devoted to radiology provide a summary, brief but adequate, for the general reader, of the physical basis of radiology and the more important radiological procedures, such as the use of contrast media-with reference to opaque meals, intravenous pyelograms, and ventriculography-and even the use of the Potter-Bucky diaphragm, and the technique of kym,ography. The rest of the Introduction contains general descriptions of the skin, nerves, muscles, principal vessels, and the skeleton as a whole. Thereafter, the book is arranged in sections which correspond with the " parts " in which the body is usually dissected.
The sections dealing with the limbs comprise surface markings, motor points of muscles, movements at joints, and a really excellent set of radiographs showing different stages of ossification. The data relating to ossificati,on are also concisely tabulated in an appendix. The imetlhodl of presentatioin of surface-form is very striking: throughout the book there are parallel illustrations of each part, one being an actual photograph of the part in a well-developed subject, the other an anatomical drawing which reveals the structures underlying surface prominences and depressions. The surface projecti,ons of deeper structures are also shown superimposed on photographs. In fact, everything possible is illustrated by photographs, thus facilitating the study of the living model, who never seemiis to look like the usual diagram! A similar plan is followed in the sections on the trunk, head, and neck, but supplemented by descriptions of the usual methods of investigation, clinical and instrumental, ranging from palpation and percussion to accounts of the information to be obtained by the use of specula, sigmoidoscope, cystocope, etc. The radiographs in these sections include examples of all the standard techniques, and, in addition, repr,oductions and explanations of other positions and procedures -such as oblique views of thorax and sialograms-valuable, but less commonly seen, and often nmisinterpreted by the student. Especially noteworthy are some very fine radiographs showing the rugze of the normal stomach, and contrasting the appearances of the J-shaped and "steerhorn" type under varying conditions.
The actual production of the book must be regarded as a triumph of collaboration between publishers and authors. The paper has a pleasant surface-smooth, perfectly suited for the reproduction of radiographs, yet with a matt finish very restful to the eyes. A few blank leaves are included for the reader's own notes.
Professor Hamilton and his colleagues deserve the thanks of all their readers for a very fine piece of vwork. We offer them our hearty congratulations.
ROYAL VICTORIA HOSPITAL NEW PAY-BLOCK OPENED AN innovation in hospital services in Belfast is the opening of the new pay-block of the Royal Victoria Hospital. This is an important addition to the hospital, and it is following the policy of the British Voluntary H,ospitals' Association and of the British Medical Association, of "paying wards for paying patients." It has been built from funds received from the residual estate of the late Mr. Henry Musgrave, at a cost of £50,000, and is to be known at the Musgrave Clinic.
The building consists of forty-four bedrooms and tw-o four-bedded rooms, with an operating-theatre and an X-ray department. Each floor of the building is planned as a separate unit, xvith a suite of service rooms consisting of a sister's rcoom, sink-room, clinical room, sterilising-room, food-service room, flower-room, bathroom, and linen-roorn. They are all pleasantly decorated, and have oak floors and built-in wardrooms. The doors are the flush hospital type, and fitted with springs that check them automatically and noiselessly. In addition, the telephone 151
